vi                                   INTRODUCTION.

side rises the threatening Kussian colossus, with Its
triple aspect of Byzantine bigotry, Western centrali-
zation, and Eastern despotism. This group, in its whole,
and in some of its details, I have at different times en-
deavoured to delineate ; and if the pencil be an unskilful
one, its tracings', so far^as^th^go, have the recommen-
dation, not. perhaps .,of.;ariistki^gracefulness, but at
least of realistic truth.

The first, second, and third of these Essays have for
their object the portraiture of Mahometamsm, as it now
exists among its followers throughout the greater part
of the East-Turkish Empire. A fourth assigns its"
special attitude at the present day; and a fifth gives
the details of a local development of the same force in
a remote corner of its demesnes.

In the sixth Essay the most prevalent forms of
Eastern Christianity are passed in review; while its
'Greek' or Byzantine modification is more minutely
illustrated in the seventh. The eighth describes one
of the many struggles between the Christianity of
Russia on one side, and the Islam of the Caucasus on
the other.

The ninth and tenth supply the background of Arab
life and vigour in the times which immediately preceded
or followed the birth of Mahometanism.